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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CANBER 07071 020226Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO ARA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /088W 

097075 020233Z/64 

P 020201Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4201 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 7071 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORGUNGARQAS 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTEE OF 24 

REF: A) STATE 223357 B ) USUN 3401 C) STATE 222918 

1 . VERY MUCH APPRECIATE INFO REFTELS, WHICH WE HAVE DISCUSSED 
WITH DFA. 

2. DFA HAS SENT INSTRUCTIONS TO AUSTRALIAN UN MISSION TO WORK 
CLOSELY WITH USUN AND HAS GIVEN AUSTDEL VIRTUALLY COMPLETE 
FLEXIBILITY TO ADJUST TACTICS IN COORDINATION WITH USUN IN EFFORTS 
TO LIMIT DAMAGE OF CUBAN/IRAQI RESOLUTION, AS REQUESTED BY 

IO ASST SEC MAYNES. 

3. DFA CONCURS IN US ASSESSMENT THAT THE BEST TACTIC AT THIS 
STAGE IS PROBABLY TO FLOOD THE DEBATE WITH A SERIES OF AMENDMENTS 
IN AN EFFORT TO CAUSE SUFFICIENT CONFUSION TO OPEN THE WAY FOR 
THE INDIAN RESOLUTION PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED WITH THE US. 

4. AS OF THIS WRITING, DFA HAS NOT YET HEARD FROM THEIR 
UN MISSION ABOUT THE RESULTS OF FRIDAY'S SESSIONS IN THE 
C-24, BUT BELIEVES THE FLEXIBILITY AND LATTITUDE THEY 
HAVE GIVEN THEIR UN MISSION TO WORK WITH USUN WILL BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HELPFUL. DFA IS, AT THIS STAGE, RELUCTANT TO GUESS AT 
THE LIKELY OUTCOME OF THE DEBATE, AND IS STILL A BIT 
STUNNED AT THE LARGE NUMBERS, PUBLIC STANDING, AND 
RELATIVE VEHEMENCE OF MANY OF THE PUERTO RICAN SPEAKERS 
IN THE DEBATE WHO CALLED FOR SOME FORM OF UN INVOLVEMENT. 
NEEDLESS TO SAY, DFA SHARES OUR VIEWS AND DOES NOT NEED 
CONVINCING ABOUT THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER IN PUERTO RICO; 
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DFA'S POINT IS ONLY THAT THE NUMBERS OF DISTINGUISHED 
PUERTO RICANS CALLING FOR UN INVOLVEMENT SIMPLY MAKES 
IT THAT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO DEFEAT THE ANTAGONISTS. 
ALSTON 
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